
2nd Notice to Owner 

(HAR § 13-190.1-13)

DLNR Confirms receipt of 
completed CAI Application 

Package 

Request Site Visit if required

Dam Owner 
submits 

"complete" CAI 
application 
package

Dam Safety Certificate of Approval to Impound (CAI)

(HRS Chapter 179D-21, HAR §13-190.1-11)

Owner Submits CAI Application Package:

Completed* CAI Application Form
CAI Application Fee
Verified / Edited Inventory Data Sheet for each Dam
Proof of Minimum Operations Requirements (See Below)
Latest Inspection Report
List of Incidents (EAP incidents) & action taken
Remediation Plan to Resolve or Address Deficiencies (Short and Long Term Schedules)

* "Complete" means that all documents have been provided and filled in to the best of the applicant's 
knowledge, even if additional information is required by DLNR for final CAI review.
** "Deficiencies" mean either a) finding as identified in DLNR visual inspection OR b) Priority 1 deficiencies 
identified in Phase I reports.  The lack of adequate information may constitute a deficiency.
If  Owner does not submit CAI application within 90 days, then owner is in violation of HAR 
§13-190.1-13 and subject to enforcement penalties; HRS §179D-8.

No
Prior 

Dam / Reservoir 
deficiencies 
resolved?

DLNR provides 
Recommendation to Board of 
Land and Natural Resources

with Standard Conditions

DLNR Discuss with Owner, 
Deficiencies / Operations

and Remediation Plan

DLNR satisfied with 
Owner's Remediation 

Plan and ability to 
address minimum 

operating  
requirements?                                                                                               

DLNR issue Notice of Certificate 
Denial

DLNR provides 
Recommendation to Board of 
Land and Natural Resources

with Standard & Special 
Conditions

Minimum Operations Requirements:

1.    Spillway approach and channels operational and cleared of obstructions*
2.    Ability to maintain reservoir empty; operational inlets diversions and outlet works.

Provide proof of these items (e.g. recent pictures, log and/or description)
3.    Conduct regular inspections and submit copy of most recent owner /operator

inspection log/sheet for facility*
4. Operations and Maintenance plan submitted to the Department 
5.    Access maintained to the dam and appurtenant features*

Required for High/Significant Hazard Dams (HRS §179D‐30):
6.    Emergency Action Plan (EAP) submitted to the Department
7.    EAP updates current within 12 months submitted to the Department
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BLNR Approves 
CAI Certificate 
with Standard 
Conditions?

BLNR Approves CAI 
Certificate with 
Standard and 

Special Conditions?

DLNR provides Recommendation 
to Board of Land and Natural 
Resources to Not approve CAI 

Certificate request

BLNR Issues Denial 
of CAI Certificate 

to Impound

DLNR issue Certificate with 
Standard Conditions 

DLNR issue Certificate with 
Standard & Special Conditions 

Exemption Criteria:

1)  Dams must have an approved dam safety permit OR must have submitted a complete dam safety
permit application to BLNR to remove, alter or reduce size below jurisdictional criteria within 90 

days of DLNR CAI notice to owners (HAR §13-190.1-20).

2)  Approved exemption from CAI shall not exceed 1 year, unless otherwise stipulated.  

Yes

Yes

No

DLNR CAI Application Notice Package:

Cover Letter to Owner
Blank CAI Application Form
Current Owner Contact Information Sheet
Current Dam Inventory Data Sheet for each individual regulated dam 
Listing of known Outstanding Deficiencies ** (Phase 1 priority 1 recommendations are

considered deficiencies for the purpose of the CAI review)

Note:  Application package sent only for dams that meet Jurisdictional Criteria / Definition, and are

not considered an exempt structure under HAR §13-190.1-3 

No

Yes

Variance Requests:

Owners may request a variance for good cause.  

(HAR §13-190.1-9)

Enforcement ?

Alteration / 
Removal Permit 

Meets 
Criteria?

No

Dam Safety Permit Approval Process

(§ 13-190.1-20 HAR)

Yes

DLNR provides notice to Dam / 
Reservoir Owners to file 

CAI Application 

Dam Owner 
Decision:

1) Apply for CIA,  OR  
2) Remove Dam ++

Dam Owner Request 
Exemption from CAI

90 day Submission Requirement;          180 day DLNR Review Process;            90 day response period

++ Dam Owner  EITHER -

1) Applies for a Certificate to Impound
[HAR 13-190.1-11] OR

2) Applies for a Dam Removal by 
a) Filing a request for an "exemption" 

under HAR 13-190.1-13 AND 
b) Applies for a dam permit for  

"construction, enlargement, repair, 
alteration or removal of a dam, reservoir, 
or appurtenant works." [HAR 13-190.1-20 
to 24]
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